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Introduction
• Innovate UK

• Why catapults?

• Principles of creation and objectives



True innovation disrupts. It 
will create new products, 
services and industries that we 
don’t even know about yet. 



Innovation doesn’t just happen

It happens as a consequence of coordinated collaboration between:

▪ Business

▪ Government

▪ Researchers

▪ Investors

▪ This is where Innovate UK comes in

We can’t stop 
thinking about 

the future



UK Research and Innovation 

UK Research and Innovation



We can’t stop 
thinking about 

the future

Innovate UK – the UK’s innovation agency

Innovate UK drives productivity and 
growth by supporting businesses to realise 
the potential of new technologies, develop 
ideas and make them a commercial 
success.
To stay competitive as an advanced 
economy, we need to do things that 
others cannot do, or to do things in 
different and better ways.



2010 Hauser report

- Reviewed global best 
practice and 
recommended the 
establishing of 
Technology 
Innovation Centres



Principles for creation of 
catapults

- there are large global markets worth billions of 
pounds per annum 

- the UK has strong research capabilities 

- there is capacity to anchor significant parts of the 
value chain, from research to commercialisation in 
the UK

- there is evidence of market failure or significant 
commercial risk 

- there is a policy imperative for government to 
invest 



Technology Readiness Levels



Funding and Activity

Core Projects
Key challenges and barriers

A unique technical capability 

Industry & research 
advisory groups

Demonstration projects

Disseminate to industry
CR&D

Innovation in collaborations 

Bring together customers, SMEs 
& blue-chip companies

Technical & management resource

Partners in Projects (IUK & EU)

Expertise at unlocking funding

Industry  R&D 

Access to unique facilities 
& expertise

Develop & demonstrate at scale

Reduce risk of implementation

Direct contracts for projects

Easy access for SMEs

Helping business to identify, adopt and exploit innovative technologies



Who

• SMEs

• Academic 
groups

• Regulators

• Large 
companies

• Other 
catapults

• Government

• National and 
International

How

• Access to 
expertise

• Access to 
equipment 
and facilities

• Act as a 
neutral 
convener

What

• Things that 
are difficult

• Things that 
are too risky 
to attract 
private 
investors

• Solving the 
big 
challenges

• Take down 
barriers to 
industry or 
adoption

Why

• Drive long 
term UK 
Economic 
growth

• Create 
benefits for 
society.

Catapult Objectives



Catapult Locations

- From 2012 the Catapult network 
has grown to 9. 

- Located across the UK 

- Covers sectors

- High Value Manufacturing

- Connected Places

- Energy Systems 

- Compound Semiconductors 
Applications

- Medicines Discovery

- Cell and Gene Therapy

- Offshore renewable energy

- Satellite Applications

- Digital 


