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Who am I?

• Higher Education Group, School of Management, 
University of Tampere

▫ Education: MARIHE: Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s 
Degree Programme on Research and Innovation in Higher 
Education

▫ Tempus project on promoting entrepreneurial education in 
HE (Nordic countries and Russia).

▫ Research: Engagement of university in innovation system

• Entrepreneurial University Thematic Research Group 
(TRG), Triple Helix Association



About THA

The Triple Helix Association 
(THA) is a non-for-profit, non-
governmental association with 
scientific purpose and a global 
reach. It has been founded in 
2009 and has mobilized so far 

thousands of scholars and 
practitioners worldwide, 

dramatically impacting on the 
development  of new 

knowledge and practices around 
the interaction between 

academy-industry-government 
(Triple Helix) and its impact on 
entrepreneurship, innovation 

and regional development.



Why THA

Positive and effective interaction models and mechanisms 
between Governmental institutions,  Academia, and 
Industry might dramatically impact on both a Firm´s 

innovativeness and on a region´s/nation´s innovativeness.

The THA offers a solid and outstanding scientific 
knowledge base on TH theoretical models and practices to 

develop effective TH interactions combined with an 
international reach (2.500 qualified readers in 5 

continents) for dissemination, promotion, peer learning 
and partnership development.  



THA facts and figures

The THA can rely on:

• an international membership base of more than 100 individuals and 
organizations, from 5 different continents including university 
representatives, scientific-research institutes, incubators, science parks, 
private companies and governmental institutions;

• a mailing list of 2.500 qualified readers of its publications
• More than 500 contacts on social media channels
• 3 owned Publications (TH Journal, Helice and TH News)
• the first and best known event on TH interactions, The TH Conference 

coming this year to its XIII edition

These figures are growing on a regular basis



What we do (1/2)

PROMOTING THE SCIENTIFIC 

DEBATES  AT INTERNATIONAL 

LEVEL ON THE TRIPLE HELIX 

MODEL AND PRACTICAL 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

FACILITATING NETWORKING AND 

COOPERATION AMONG THE TH 

ACTORS BOTH AT 

INTERNATIONAL & LOCAL LEVEL

Members Gallery, 

Members directory,  TH post 

and TH Chapters and TH 

Conference series

STIMULATING NEW 

KNOWLEDGE GENERATION, 

CODIFICATION,   ACCESS AND 

UPTAKING 

TH Conference series (XIII 

Edition in Beijing, China, 

21-23 August 2015)

4 Thematic groups; Awards, 

TH Repository, EU Funding 

watch
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What we do (2/2)

FOSTERING A WIDE DISSEMINATION 

OF  TH SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS & 

PRACTICAL RESULTS 

Helice Magazine, TH Journal, Working 

paper series, TH News (monthly 

newsletter)

SUPPORTING THE TRANSLATION OF 

ACADEMIC MODELS INTO PRACTICAL 

ACHIEVEMENTS

THA special events & Webinar series 

(workshops and bimonthly webinars 

– 6 over the year free of charge for 

members)

54



Who we address

The Triple Helix Association is open to 

o Organizational members

o Universities & research institutions, 

o Companies (midcaps and large corps)

o Incubators, science parks, TTO’s and Technopoles

o Governmental institutions

o Consulting firms

o Individual members (researchers, students and 

practitioners)

o Sponsors (Pubic and private organizations)



Latest THA research projects 

• University research groups and relations with Industry 

Objective: Understanding how Brazilian universities are organizing research 
activities for fostering higher interactions with Industries  

• Social Inclusion in S&T 

Partners: Universities and Research centers  members of the THA from Brazil, 
Cameron , Nigeria

Objectives: to set up cooperation and preliminary knowledge exchange 

Funding agency: CNPQ (Brazil)

• Entrepreneurial University metrics

Objective: developing an alternative metrics to the traditional one so far applied 
by Universities able to capture the entrepreneurial profile 

Activities: Workshops series ending with the event during the TH Conference 
Beijing 

Funding agency: US National Science Foundation  



NETMIB (Network of multidisciplianry

ideation and business model generation)
• In order for the European Union to be successful in 

implementing and expanding open innovation as one 
of the main driver of its socio-economic growth, 
higher education institutions (HEIs) must be able to 
produce independent, creative, entrepreneurial 
individuals, who understand inter- and 
multidisciplinary challenges of the socio-economic 
environment and as a result can contribute to open 
innovation. 

• Funding source: Erasmus+



The project will satisfy the following needs 

of the target groups
• 1. HEIs  HEIs will be provided with an entrepreneurship and virtual incubation 

international program to enhance their impact in the regional socio-economic 
context, will be able to revitalize and increase the quality of their teaching 
methodology to fit the needs of the members of the knowledge triangle;

• 2. Students will be able to expand their career opportunities by developing 
entrepreneurial skills that increase their independence;

• 3. Faculty members will be able to modernize their teaching techniques and as a 
result will be able to have higher impact on the professional life of the students. 
Beside their teaching skills and abilities their knowledge and competence 
becomes more marketable expanding their professional opportunities and also 
providing new impulses to their research activities;

• 4. Members of the private and  governmental sector by being involved in a 
creative, proactive entrepreneurial ecosystem will satisfy their needs to have 
access to new initiatives, new talents, new business opportunities and above all to 
a vibrant intellectual network.



Entrepreneurial University TRG



Thematic Groups

Thematic Group, 4 Small groups of international researchers,
practitioners and policy makers joining the THA, sharing a common
thematic interest/expertise, and committed to work together at a
distance for developing and delivering studies, public funded projects,
publications and policy advise in the specific TH sub-domain under
the umbrella and scientific recognition of the THA.

Topics:
• Knowledge and Technology Transfer
• University-Industry Partnerships
• Entrepreneurial Universities
• National Innovation Systems
and Models



Who are the members?

• Schoalrs

• Practitioners

• Students



What are our visions of the entreprenerual

unviersity TRG?

• To enhance both studies and entrepreneurial 

practices of universities around the world though 

promoting inter/multi-disciplinary scholarly research 

and collaboration between scholars and practitioners 

in the field.

• To become the best sources of expertise on 

entreprenurial unviersity.



What we do?

• Teaching & training: 
▫ Webinar lectures: Sharing updated research findings and 

best practices in building entrepreneurial university.
▫ Developing joint courses, study modules and programmes

on entrepreneurial university and higher education 
innovation

• Research:
▫ Co-authored articles
▫ Special issues, edited books
▫ Joint research projects

• Consultation:
▫ Supporting innovation in universities and higher education 



Research gaps identified by our TRG

• How to conceptualise and theorise entrepreneurial university for both 

research and application-oriented higher education institutions with 

consideration of the local context? 

• What is the role of entrepreneurial university beyond its contribution to 

technology transfer and for regional economic development, e.g. the role 

of entrepreneurial university in changing the institutional environment for 

better construction of the Triple Helix system? 

• What are the challenges or unintended consequences in the process of 

developing entrepreneurial university?

• Do we have alternative ways to resolve the problems that the model of 

entrepreneurial university is used to address? 

• What are the relations between entrepreneurial education and 

entrepreneurial university?



Potential collaboration with coneeect, 

HEinnovate and others

• Research

▫ A joint effort to develop community on 

entrepreneurial unviersity

▫ Disseminating research restults in each other’s

platform

• Teaching

▫ Triple Helix webinar

▫ Collaboraton in Marihe teaching and potential joint

education programmes


