


THC2019 OVERVIEW

The SA Innovation Summit hosted the XVII Triple Helix International Conference as part of its mandate to facilitate the multi-helix 

conversation. On 9 – 11 September, academics, policy makers, practitioners, students gathered together in the Cape Town Stadium to 

engage and discuss in the Entrepreneurial University, Triple Helix concept, 4IR and how we can re-invent Africa’s Development. The 

theme was “A Catalyst for Change” – discovering how the triple helix model, scientific and technology will impact the socio-economic 

development of the African continent, and the rest of the world.

Our hope was to development a manifesto on the Blueprint of the Entrepreneurial University based on research outcomes and 

contributions from authors who presented at THC2019. The manifesto will be presented at the Science Forum in December 2019.



THC2019 CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

The CFA attracted 177 abstract submissions from around the world, with 93 submitted by African authors.

81% of submitted abstracts were accepted for presentation and half of these presented at THC2019. 46% of presenters were from Africa (majority from 

South Africa).

56 of the submitted abstracts were from PhD students.
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THC2019 CALL FOR CONTENT

The CFC was a dedicated call for keynote speakers, masterclass and workshop hosts, panel and roundtable discussions. This call brought conversations 

from around the world and explored various aspects of the triple helix model.



THC2019 ATTENDANCE

THC2019 gathered individuals from around the world, igniting diverse discussions and collaboration.The triple helix was in action at THC2019, with university, industry and government engaging 

on research outcomes and policy to shift innovation thinking.
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We tasked ourselves with developing the Blueprint of the Entrepreneurial University to be presented at the Science 

Forum 2019. 

There has been a global shift in the economy that requires graduates to be able to create their own jobs. This 

manifesto will aid in the development of policy to support equipping youths with the necessary skills to start and 

sustain a business; ensuring societal changes and inclusive growth are part of the entrepreneurial journey. 

Additionally, it will address how academics will transfer practical skills and application of businesses skills through the 

curricula and research.

The input for these key themes were drawn from various research, policy and practical insights from the conference 

participants who shared their work at THC2019. We believe the global perspective provided will contribute significantly 

to establishing Entrepreneurial Universities in South Africa, and influencing the same across Africa.

LEGACY PROJECT
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Thank you for supporting the SA Innovation Summit in bring the XVII Triple Helix International 

Conference to South Africa


